RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
doctors' robes had been worn in America, and two at least of the American Professors had, with characteristic thirst for improvement, borrowed, from President Oilman of Johns Hopkins, gowns which he had brought home from Europe, where he had received doctors' degrees from several universities. They took these to their wives' dressmaker and told her to select the best features of each and produce something stylish. The result was remarkable : they were the only doctors' gowns I ever saw that had anything that could be called a good fit. These, however, went in at the waist and then billowed out into something very like a skirt in a very coquettish and most unacademical fashion. The President of the United States made a speech after the conferment of the degrees.
On Friday the delegates left Princeton, and many of them attended in the evening a dinner given by the University Club of New York. It was my good fortune to sit next a very celebrated New York physician, and when he heard that I was going to sail for England the next day, he asked if I was a good sailor. I said so far I had not suffered from sea-sickness. He said, " I was just going to say that I was sorry to hear it, but that is not quite what I meant. I meant that I was sorry that I could not be of service to you, for I have a remedy for sea-sickness." I said I should be very glad to know what it was, for one never knew what might happen. " "Well," he said, " as soon as you get settled on board have a Manhattan cocktail and then slowly nibble dry biscuits. As soon as you feel it an effort to do this, take another cocktail and then begin again at the biscuits and so on. The theory of it is that you will be all right as long as you can take die biscuits ; the cocktails are to make you want to do this." I have never had occasion to test the remedy but I mention it because it 180